
Shepherd’s Center of South Brevard 

Fall 2019 Newsletter 

LEADERSHIP CHANGE 

Our beloved President Russ Livermore is retiring, effective December 31st. Since our 2006 
incorporation, Russ has served as our President. He has worked tirelessly to lead and make the 
Shepherd’s Center a success. Russ has always stepped forward to do whatever is necessary to 
keep our sessions running smoothly. “Whatever is necessary” has included much more than 
simply chairing Board meetings. He’s been our coffee chef,  purchasing agent, chief greeter, bell 
ringer, go-to person for brochure printing and mailing; he has hand delivered brochures to 
churches, taken care of our legal needs, organized Veteran’s Reminiscence classes, and so much 
more.  In short he has been our “go-to guy.” He leadership is going to be greatly missed but he 
has promised to remain involved as a student and consultant. As he said, “I want to be able to 
attend the classes that I have not had time to attend.” There aren’t enough words to express 
our appreciation to Russ. All we can say is “thank you” from the bottom of our hearts. 

 
Our new officers for 2020 are: President: Mary Anne McMillen, Vice President: Helga Bromm, 
Treasurer: Rick Rakauskas, Secretary: Peg Currie, President Emeritus: Russ Livermore.  
 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR – JANUARY 9, 2020 
At our Welcome Back Pizza Party, we will have a Volunteer Appreciation Day. We will honor 
Russ for his dedicated service and recognize our teachers for their contributions to our 
program. Plan to be there!  
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
As you can see, with the loss of our “go to guy”, Russ, we will be needing some help. There is a 
sign-up sheet at the name tag pick-up table, with tasks that your Shepherd’s Center needs help 
with. All are easy. We need volunteers to: prepare our morning coffee, greet participants and 
help them find their way around, morning set-up and afternoon-clean-up. We will provide 
training.  
 

YOU ARE INVITED 
Saturday, January 4, 2020 12:30 – 3:30 pm your Shepherd’s Center Board will have a planning 
and goal setting retreat at Wesley United Methodist Church. You are invited to be a part of this 
process. We hope you will plan to attend and help shape the Shepherd’s Center future. To help 
prepare for the retreat, please RSVP either by using the “contact us” feature on the website,  
wwwshepherdcenterofsb.org or by e-mailing Mary Anne McMillen at 
mmcmillen@shepherdcenterofsb.org.   



FALL SESSION 

A special “thank you” to Riviera United Church of Christ for hosting the Fall session. We greatly 
appreciate all the help Riviera provides the Shepherd’s Center. In addition to regularly hosting a 
session, we hold computer classes and store our computers at Riviera. Special thanks to Mary 
Beth Moseley and Herb Parisi for opening the building and helping with set-up.  
 
A great big “thank you” to our volunteer teachers. They spend many hours preparing class 
material that makes our casual enrichment classes possible. Their only pay is your appreciation. 
So, if you learned something new, be sure to thank the teacher!   
 

WINTER SESSION 
Your Shepherd’s Center Winter 2020 session will be Thursdays, January 9 thru February 27 at 
Wesley United Methodist Church. Please invite your friends and snowbird neighbors. We are 
looking forward to a great time together beginning with the Welcome Back Appreciation lunch 
on January 9. 
 
At this writing the following classes are planned: You can master your iPhone with Minnie 
Vasquez as your guide. Aggie Benzig returns with a new needle work project. Jim Collins will 
provide you with A Look at Astronomy Beyond Your Backyard. Learn new greeting card making 
techniques from Daphne Swatek. Our Gardening ladies, Elfrieda Tuller and Barbara Venneman 
return with Beautiful and Sustainable Florida Gardening. Rick Rakauskas will help you 
understand the Industrial Revolution then will guide you on another Musical History Tour. Peg 
Currie will help you explore our National Parks with Ken Burns. Brush up on your German with 
Helga Bromm and Stretch your body with Val Anderson. Mary Anne McMillen will present the 
last portion of the History of the Supreme Court.    
 
 

Wishing you all the joy and blessings of the coming holidays! 
We look forward to seeing you again in January 2020. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 


